CHAPTER XIX
SINCE MANILA

ON August 20, seven days after the taking of
Manila, I said, in the course of a cable to the depart-
ment: "I trust that it may not be necessary to order
me to Paris. Should very much regret to leave here
while matters are in their present critical condition."

As the one person who had been continuously in
touch with the Philippine situation from the moment
that it was precipitated, I considered it my duty to
remain on the scene as long as there was any oppor-
tunity for service. Hostilities had ceased with the
signing of the protocol, but the final terms of a treaty
of peace remained to be negotiated. Our govern-
ment had yet to decide whether or not to keep the
Philippines.

If we decided to keep them, there was the ques-
tion of our policy of administration the urgent im-
portance of which was readily realized by one on
the spot, while it was difficult to make it realized
by those in Washington who had had no experience
of Oriental countries. General Merritt was ordered
to report to our delegates at the Paris Peace Confer-
ence, bringing along with his own suggestions any
that I had to communicate.WEY, Hongkong:
